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Meetings: 

 

There will be a special City Council meeting, for the sole purpose of holding an executive 

session to deal with a matter involving potential litigation, at 6:00 pm Thursday evening. It will 

be followed by the regularly scheduled informational meeting.  Agendas are included in your 

Council Packets.  

 

The Red Cross Mobile Unit will be parked in our 16 Cony Street parking lot on Friday, January 

25th from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.  This blood drive is open to the public and there is a critical need for 

blood donations at this time.  

 

On Saturday, January 26th our annual Council Goal Setting meeting will take place at the Civic 

Center beginning at 8:00 a.m.  I have had favorable attendance responses from our legislators, 

GAUD, Planning Board, Augusta Housing Authority, Augusta Downtown Alliance and the 

School Board. I’m looking forward to robust discussion and the formulation of some solid goals 

for the coming year. 

 

Other Items:  

 

We are still cleaning up from this weekend’s storm and will be doing so for the next several 

days. The priority is getting at least one sidewalk cleared on each of the City’s main roads. As 

the temperature warms up we will also be back on streets with ice buildup to address them. 

 

The City received its annual Maine Municipal Association dues notification (see enclosed 

materials from MMA). I’m happy to report that as a result of a year-long review of the dues 

structure the MMA Board (on which I serve) the formula was modified to more accurately 

reflect municipal valuations. That has resulted in a reduction of our dues from $21,214 in 2018 to 

$16,443 for 2019. 

 

At our last informational meeting, I promised I would gather information on what process 

communities followed to adopted ordinances requiring nickel fees for single-use plastic bags 

issued by retail stores. Of the three communities that the Natural Resources Council of Maine 

(NRCM) cites as having ordinances that mandate a five cent bag charge (Portland, South 

Portland and Falmouth) all report to me that it was done by Council action not referenda. I’m 

working on information as to how the communities that banned them adopted said bans.   

 

Please see the information furnished by Keith Luke regarding the first three of several Tax 

Acquired Properties he is recommending be sold in the coming weeks.   
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Also, please see City Clerk Roberta Fogg’s memorandum addressing recommended changes to 

our ordinances regarding elections (also an agenda item Thursday evening). 

 

C: Department and Bureau Directors 

 Legislative Delegation   


